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ther can-nor ought tobe allowed him : Beſides, thatit ſmells very 
ng of Common-wealch Logick : aspickeering againſt the Power 
of Princes, andinſmuatinÞ the Deckration.co be-Ulegal; conerary 
to the Eawsof Godand the Land ;-and therefore not to be obey'd. 
$0 char a greater preſumption -certainly--could not have enrer'd 
the Breaſt of a Clergy-man of the Chireh of Eng/and, than thus 
to queſtionthe Legalicy ofthe King's Publick As. Certainly . it 
was-never thought unlawful; till this: Gentleman foundic out, for 
* | a King to grant an Act ofIndulgence-and.a Toleration of Religion 

| 2O-lis Subjefts. | And then agumto ſay,;'the King can de no wrong, 
infinuates-that ſome Body has deve rang, in adviſing the Order : 
which is a Refiexionof too: great Imporrance for men of Loyal Di- 
ſpoſirions.to ſcah. IF be mean that the Order, or rather rhe De- 
Elaration;' is contrary to-the. aw of-the Land, 'that-is to ſay, ts 
the'Penal Laws; and the Law: enforcing the Tef, chat isablolutely 
to.deny-the King's Royal Power of Difpenfation, which basalrea- 
dy render'd them invalid. Far he ſhould have firſt made ir out 
that the Penel Laws and Teſt wereſuch Sacred and Inviolable Sta- 
ences, thar-all things done contrary to. them.) were contrary. to 
Juſtice and/Equity, before he had : fo flily; Inferr'd an Impoſlibility 
of giving his Conſent ca xreading rhe Dibndis as contrary to the 
Law'of the Land, and the Act ofa Superiour Authority nor juſtifi- 
able by the King himſelf. But this Gentleman, did nox confider 
that there is no ſich Streſs to be laid upon the antimony of the 
PenalLaws, /and that ſupporting the Tz. - Fapmthat che Condiri- 
ons 'of alt HumaneLaws are,” That ghe Law be Honeft, Juſt, Poſ 
fible;' Convenient ts Time and Place, and Gonformable-to-Religh- 
on and Reaſon. 'In every one of wpich Cliaraters the | Penal 
Laws, &c. are deficient, if. for no. othex, thaugh there are many, 
yet for that very. Reaſon alledg'd in His Majeſties Declaration,be- 
cauſe.ahey: diſable: his Majeſties SubjEths char 
are wellinchn'd-and e him, from doing him thoſe Ser- 
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by the Chrittian Church in all Ages. 
From ANSWER. an 
What the Parliament Declared in 72,ſifnifies neckingagaint 

the Authority of the - Scripture, :which all along declares t 
Se acahat oh Add whereas the Gentlemanis pleaſed to ay, - That 
Univerſal Toleration: has heen condemned by the Chriltian 
Church in all Ages z; There js nothing more contrary to the in- 
the Pramitive Fathers and their Succeſlors, and 
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but have my free Leave, as they have the King®s, to go to a Con- 
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| ANSWER: 
This is like Cardinal Wolſey, «Ego & Rex,. His leave and the 


King's. But they area ſorry ſort of People, That do notknow 


already, That a Rettor of a Pariſh is no-Sovereign ; but that 

the People may come and go where they pleaſe without his 

Leave. | I 
LETTER: 


F FP to reach the Ihiſpenſing Power, which alters what has been far- 
merly. range the whole Conſtitution of . this Church and Kingdom, 
e not do till we have the' Authority of Parliament for ut 
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© "It Teems the King's Authority / ſignifies nathing, with this 


"City Clergyman. But if he had the Authority of Parliament 
for it, he would ſtretch his Conſcience, and Read the Declara- 
tion. In-the mean time, The King's Diſpenſive Power 'is no 
"Buſineſs for a Man in his Station to- meddle with : Nor -is he 
to be ſuch a Judge of 'Ryyal Declarations, -4S ro be the Tnter- 

” of -thair Meaning -or Inferttion. That Power is not 
Within the Verge of his Desk or Pulpit cither, neither *catr the 
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(26) 
the Name of the Proteſtant-Religiog.z for he mult not take it 
amifs,. . That others dive, with the-ſame-ſeverity into his Mean- 
ing ashe dives, injo. the King's Intentions.  - - 
04:40 bt PT ER, | 
«There, is nothing. will fo effeually tend to the frat” Rus the 
Church of England, becauſe our Roading the Declaration will Diſ- 
courage, or Provoke ,” or miſgaide, all the Friends 'the Church of 
England bas * "can we blame wy man for dig NE if Laws and 
rhe Religion «of our Church arid "N; en we our ſelves wilt 
wentibve-nothing for it ? canwe rArbiqinn xity Man for conſenting to Re- 
peal the Teſt and Penal Laws, when we recommend it to them by 
Keading the Declaration? Have we not Reaſon to expett that the No- 
bility and Gentry, - who have already Suffered in'this C auſe, when th 
hear themſelves condemned for” it in atl the Churches of Ettgland, will 
think it 'tymme to mend\ſneb « Fault, and: veconcite her e3 t0 their 
Prince? \ and if our Church fall this way, i there any Reaſon to ex-._ 
pet that-it ſhould ever riſe again ? 'T heſe ' Confequences are -almdft as 
evident as Demonſtrations, and let it be. me oF will in it ſelf, which 
F foreſee: will deſeroythe Ghurch of Eng —_ 'Proteſtant Re- 
gion 4z4'Intereſt, 1 think *T'oigbr to mite as much. Conſcience of 
doing it, a of doing the rnb imuoral Att in Nature. © 
ANSWER 3 
king as.if the Final Ruine of the 
Church,” of ; England;, . lay; upon ;the- Church of England-: 
mens Reading or os Read the Declaration, and that;by 
Not, Reading it, ved the Palladiuw's and Ancilia of 
their Religion, res op: all theſe Rodomontado's upon bare Sup- 
poſitions and Imaginations no ways compatible to Reaſon ; for 
it 1s not Rational to Believe, That the Nobility and Gentle, 
men. of England, . when they delivered their Sentiments contra- 
ry to what was Propoſed to them concerning the Teſt ( for as 
to the Penal Laws, "tis-well known, Their - Judgments are 
much more Remiſs ) did what they did for Fear of being Con-' 
demned by the Levites whom they feed, *Tis therefore aPre- 
tompragn 3 in the Ciry-clergyman to arr in the Plural Number 
-.A Power. .qyer. the . Nobility. and Gentry, as if. they were 
to Juſtific his and kts Fricnd's $ PTE AQs of Diſobe- 


dience, 


(#7) 
difnce,-. and could nat. he'Sgfe-in their Reſolutions, unleſs they 
were Obſtinate. What was propoſed to the Nobility and 
Gentry was one thing}, what was commanded them was 
another; and there isa great Difference bet not Confſenr- 
ing to a Propoſal, and not Submitting to a Sovereign-Gom-- 


mand. 
| "FF v0.0 LET T E R. | 
To {9 that theſe miſchievousConſequences are not abſolutely neceſſary, 

and therefore do not affett the Conſcience, becauſe we are not certan 
they will followgs a very mean Objethion, Moral Actions indeed have not ® + 
ſuch neceſſary Tonſequences,as Natural Canſes have Neceſſary Effetts ; 
becauſe no Moral oy a+ neceſſarily. Reading the Declaration 
will not 4s neceſ[arily deſtroy the Church of England, as Fire burns 
Wood ; but if the Conſequence be playy,,and evident, the moit ti 
thing that can-bappen, if it -be unyeaſonable"to expett any other, if ut 
be what is plainly intended and deſigned, liter I muſt never have any 


regard to Moral Conſequences of 'my Attions, or if ever they are to be 
conſidgr d, ; they are in this caſe... \. - © AIOIATE! : 
{by execthe Nobilay and Gentry fo extremely. averſe to the Repeal. 
of the Toft, and Penal Laws t, why. do they forfeit the. King's Favour, 
and their Honourable Stations, rather than comply with it-? «lf you' ſay 
thag this. tends to deſtroy the Church of England and the Proteſtant 
Religion,” I ask whether this be the neceſſary conſequence of it ? whether 
the King ;camot keep his Promiſe to the Church of England if the 
Teſt-and Penal Laws be repealed? We cannot ſay, but this maybe : 
and yet the Nation dots not think fit to-try it.;, , and we cotenind obeſe 
Great Men who deny it ; and if the ſame Queſtions were pur to us, 
we think-we 0ught in Conſcience to deny them our ſelves : and are there 
not as high probabilities, that our Reading the Declaration will promoee 
the: Repeal of the Teft and Penal Laws, as that ſuch a Repeal willruive | 
our -Conſtirtion, and bring jn Popery upon us ?, Is it not as prohable, 
that ſuch « Complyance in us, will dyſablige all the Nobility and Gen- 
try, who have hitherto been firm to us, as that when the power of the 
Nation is put into Popiſh Hands ; by the Repeal of ſuch Teſts and Laws, 
the Prieſts and Feſuites may find ſome ſalvo for the Kings Conſcience, 
and perſuade him to forget his Promiſe. to the Church of England ? + 
and if. the probable ill conſequences of . Repeating the Teſt and Penal . 
Lawsbe a good reaſon not to, comply with uy] caunat ſee but that the as 
| probable 


**xpoſitg themſelves to 


chi, wh will »0t «low the 10H} probable pol amor fo oy ring 
80 
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 mebir er + Rfene era ho argond «eaſes 


ie "ANS WE R. 

The” are ater Comments und Deſtiis of the Ci 
Clergymant,' vpon the Honour and Conſtience of His M 
and the evil delign of the Declaration upon the Church "of Bays: 
land, "drawn from: —_ of the evil conſequences of Re- 
pea Teſt, which the Church of = 
moſt no\more par winds then-the Few with'their Ark, 
and deſtru&tion. For the 
charitable Glergyman takes no care ek rr rt of the 
Proteſtant "Religion, fo the Church of England be ſecure. To 


- all which if he- would have NS ta RR De 


claration,he het” ed «o"Arfwer ſlitting fully out, and 


diſpelling all the-Fogs 'Kiſts of dis Protable Conſe ences" | 
in His Majeſty's own z where he derleres & 
emer ow 7a; cho Pa pre /d 1 


To wfe 
Loy o Once nj ant Gor rAeboes will 
reader itn and ſevuye od nat fon the free Ewe yr 
their Religion | for for» tvey...” But this wil not ferve the 
n's turn ;\ he muſt have the' Rains of Temporal 
23vell as Eccleſiaſtical Juriſdition '#n (his \own "hand, and 
ny mo Cf a Beetee? 122 the ew 
Fhey are- Ceſar, comer a 3 
pey; diftlaining all Equals. A paſſonate conceit of thelr own 
Fdettione dork all other, which- no” Man of: cammon ſehſe 


- can be reconcif'd to; \an# a convi | Argument that thoſe 


Perfons muſt have but little or no themfelves, who 
with fo much vigor and 6bſtitacy labour to uphold #CivitPer- 


ſccntivar of Penal Taws and Teſts, ſo direAly oppoſite to all the 


DiRates of Conftience an4 Reaſon. 
LETTER. | 
The molt material Objection i, Thes rhe Difſenters whon we | 
mat vo provoke, will expound ou mor Reggie, 1 de the 


of Pr ſeeming Spivit - Now 1-wander Men 


y be muah more fatal; then to anger the Diffentivs ; aed "it" i 
more likely, and there 1s 6.4 yet for-it, that wit ſhould be 
offended than the other : For the Diſſenters who. are Wiſe anil Confs- 
dering, are ſenſible of the Snare themſelyes, and though they deſire 
Eaſe and Li ». fey gev, ty have i with ſuch appar 
baxard of Church Srate : I am ſure that though we were net 
deferon: that rhey might have theix. Liberty, ( and when there is 
| iy, 


uricy "of ſhewing our Inclinations without 


ind , of manger. Teconcil* 
Com is at fuch a remote diffance, * 
Politicks-to court them at ſach an. indifferent 
deed his Expreſſions are fo obſcure, that if this ch of 
England Man, is ſo nice that he dare not truſt the King u 

fach clear and ſolemn Promiſes, . the, Diſſenters,' who have 
fuch ſevere Experience of theit Favours, have-nfiich leſs rea- 
fon to credit the forc'd, Complement of the Ciry-Clergyman 
This is only to be wonder'd at, that the Ciry-Cler ald 
make the King fo dear- a Seller of Liberty of Conſcience, when 
there was-no Price could purchaſe it from the Perſecution of 
the. Penal. Law-Men, his updonbted Brethren, .- m__ 


EEE TIE nt ut CES, 
_ This Sir, is our Cafe in ſhort,” the Difficulties are great on both 


LY 


fides, and therefore now if ever, we ou7ht to'heſlege” Heaven with our- 
Prayers, for Wiſdam, and Counſel and Courage, that God would pro» - 


chew Enemies : Which rhe gaily and hearty, |; 


re# his Church and Reformed Chriftianjty,. Few ol the devices of 
(Be 
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May-22. 1688... , _; _ . Your Friend anf$ottier--- 
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: Heros on Sud Fe 


ecline ix. Tos 1 the Country 
r, that it was Read TEL 


| : y, .and Ke pe the ha Firy' 0 


| og Sahith has = the Fes the ps ea. 
k Occurrences - Ae Apthor had 


na aſt the es thoſe. we Ts OE ere 
Loyal asto Ho Fo rune If they were not {© 2h. ous 
48 they are faid to be in g jos cage 2 va they. had 

tnany in nul Wer coo Kyt we leaxe th 

for the SF. ſelf, to-do REG uſtice 'by a — particu- 
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